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Abstract 


Through a Confucian lens, this research explores the transformation of the Kuomintang’s (Bd E& 
i; KMT) foreign policy during the 1920s. It examines the shift in the KMT's foreign policy from 
Sun Yat-Sen’s ffeil! (1866-1925) “Allying with Soviet Russia” (lian’e ii'{f) stance to Chiang Kai- 
shek’s #374 (1887-1975) prioritization of Western relations around 1927. The study highlights 
the reintroduction of Confucianism in the KMT's foreign policy during this period, considering 
the conventional Confucian education of KMT leaders. Unlike previous studies analyzing this 
shift from political or historical perspectives, this study provides a chronological analysis that 
centers around the change to Confucianism. It addresses a significant research vacuum in the 
existing literature and uses archival analysis to examine the evolution of the KMT’s foreign policy. 
The study examines primary sources such as Sun’s speeches, Chiang's diary, and 
contemporaneous memoirs. The study comprises three chronological sections. The first section 
(1920-1924) explores the influence of Confucianism on Sun’s alignment with Soviet Russia due 
to commonalities between Confucianism and Communism. The second section (1924-1927) 
examines how Confucianism shaped the KMT’s Western-oriented shift. The third section (1928- 
1930) delves into the philosophical basis of the Treaty Revision Movement (Gaiding xinyue 
yundong eal #741) and the adoption of ‘keeping good faith and pursuing harmony’ (Jiangxin 
xiumu jiti{a (él) as the foreign policy principle. This research concludes that Sun, inspired by 
Confucian-Communist parallels, initially aligned with Soviet Russia but that later, under 
Chiang’s leadership, the KMT used “The Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles” 
(Sanminzhuyi = {+ 38) in its consolidation of a power shift towards the West and adopted 
Confucian principles to further legitimize its rule by promoting the New Treaty Movement. 
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1. Introduction 


“When our [nationalist] party aligns with the spirit of Soviet Russia, it is in our joint 
struggle for oppressed nations.” 


ZANT ta — bie, 75 TETRA RRP 


1 Sun Yat-sen, Dayuanshuai yu benbao jizhe zhongyao tanhua K7chhSAyic 


st 
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In 1911, Sun Yat-sen fAiit(il| (1866-1925), the founder of the Kuomintang (BU EG#%; 
KMT), established the first presidential country in Asia, the Republic of China (‘72 FE; ROC), 
in 1911.2? Despite this, Sun did not solicit cooperation with European governments and the United 
States when facing a series of failures against the Beiyang warlords (4t7##/f§). The Beiyang 
Warlords, one of the most significant warlord factions during the early years of the ROC, was 
composed of the primary generals from the Beiyang New Army (Beiyang xinjun (LV #1 #), a force 
established initially by Yuan Shikai ¢ tL (1859-1916).3 the Beiyang Warlords emerged from the 
power vacuum following the fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1912, and they were military leaders who 
gained control over key regions, particularly in northern China. 


However, following Yuan’s death in 1916, no one could effectively lead the entire 
Beiyang army and regime, which ultimately led to the fragmentation of leadership amongst the 
regional leaders and plunged these local warlords into warlordism as they fought for territory.5 
Sun confronted the Beiyang Warlords after Yuan’s death, launching military campaigns to unify 
China under the KMT’s rule, but it ended in failure.® This confrontation was part of broader efforts 
to establish a centralised government and overcome the political fragmentation that followed the 
end of imperial rule. After confronting the Beiyang Warlords, Sun chose to work collaboratively, 
from 1918, with the Soviet regime, which was under the leadership of Lenin (1870-1924) at the 
time (after the 1917 October Revolution in Tsarist Russia).7 By 1927, though, Chiang Kai-shek i 
J? Aa (1887-1975), in contrast to Sun, reversed policy to embrace the Western world.’ Undeniably, 
the leaders of the KMT were educated in Confucianism; however, few scholars have researched 
the paradoxical ways in which ancient Chinese Confucianism was used to transform the KMT’s 
approach to the outside world during the 1920s. 


This research divides the decade 1920 to 1930 into three periods. The first section 
concerns the period 1920 to 1924 and explores the influence of Confucianism on Sun’s proposal to 
unite with Soviet Russia. The second section focuses on 1924 to 1927, explaining how the KMT’s 
move towards the West has its roots in Confucianism. During this period, Chiang completed the 
Northern Expedition (Beifa 4t{%) and established the KMT government in Nanjing [J fi. 
Specifically, this section attempts to analyse Dai Jitao’s ®4/%j (1891-1949) aims by promoting the 
Confucianisation of “The Three People’s Principles.” At the same time, this section explores why 
Chiang supported this version of Confucianisation. This section further analyses how Daijitao-ism 
(Dai jitao zhuyi #&7\)-E #8) enabled the KMT Rightists (Youpai 4k) and Chiang to gradually 
remove the Chinese Communist Party (‘FBdttz#%%; CCP) from the KMT’s party organisation, 
laying the theoretical foundation for Chiang’s 1927 policy of Purging the Party (Qingdang 
yundong jf ##8)). Finally, this section recounts how the Confucianisation of The Three People’s 
Principles eventually led Chiang to ally himself with the financial oligarchs in Jiangsu /Lf« and 


2 Bergére, Marie-Claire, and Janet Lloyd. Sun Yat-sen. Stanford University Press, 1998. 

3 Jin, Chongji. The Rule of the Beiyang Warlords. Survey of Chinese History in the Twentieth Century. 
Singapore: Springer Nature Singapore, 2023. P. 39-59. 

4 Fung, Edmund SK. The military dimension of the Chinese revolution: The New Army and its role in the 
Revolution of 1911. Australian National University Press, 1980. 

5 Shan, Patrick Fuliang. Yuan Shikai: a reappraisal. UBC Press, 2018. 

6 Yang, Guangbin. The Beiyang Government in the World Political System: The Second Failure of the State. 
The Historical Dynamics of Chinese Politics. Singapore: Springer Nature Singapore, 2022. P. 89. 

7 Carr, E. H. & Davies, R. W. The Russian Revolution: From Lenin to Stalin (1917-1929). London: Macmillan, 
1979. 

8 Tsui, B. K. H. China’s Forgotten Revolution: Radical Conservatism in Action, 1927-1949. Columbia 
University, 2013. 
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Zhejiang jf, leading him to depose the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic’s (##li; USSR) 
advisers and the CCP and turn towards the West. The last section examines the Confucian 
philosophical arguments behind the KMT’s “Treaty Revision Movement’ (Gaiding xinyue 
yundong ei! #iNiH)) from 1928 to 1930. During this period, Chiang had nominally unified 
China. This section seeks to analyse the KMT’s abandonment of Sun’s anti-imperialist diplomatic 
line in favour of seeking reconciliation with the West. Specifically, the section analyses why and 
how the Confucianised Three People’s Principles became the unified national ideology of the ROC 
during this period and discusses the link with the sentiment of nationalism in Qing China. At the 
same time, this section sheds light on the change in the KMT’s role at the domestic level: the KMT 
needed to counter the spread of Communism and enhance the legitimacy of the ROC government 
to promote the Treaty Revision Movement. This section also investigates the reasons for adopting 
a different approach to the “anti-imperialist ideology” of the Northern Expedition as the KMT 
sought to avoid violence or mass movements as it began to revise its treaties with the countries 
that had previously signed agreements with the Qing Dynasty. Finally, this section analyses how 
Chiang’s regime promoted the “Treaty Revision Movement” by using the Confucian concept of 
‘keeping good faith and pursuing harmony’ (Jiangxin xiumu if#{a{E) as the guiding principle in 
foreign relations. 


2. The influence of Confucianism on Sun’s ‘uniting with Soviet Russia’ policy 
from 1920 to 1924 


In his testament, Sun declared, “I have dedicated myself to the National Revolution 
for forty years. The goal i is to seek freedom and equality for China” (R27 As, ALIU4-4F, 
FLA AYER AZ A 45).9 Sun’s guiding principle was the Three People’s Principles 
(Sanminzhuyi = Fe=E#s), Nationalism (Minzu fx), civil rights (Minquan #2), and the People’s 
Livelihood (Minsheng KZ), which was to become the KMT’s basic party outline, proposed in 
1905.'° Sun had initially proposed the Three People’s Principles to overthrow the autocracy of the 
Qing China government. Sun said in the revolution of 1911 that “the revolutionary objective is not 
solely aimed at the Manchus; its ultimate goal is especially the abolition of despotism and the 
creation of arepublic” CRM Ra, FEE, Hor AA, DOfEREGR EY, All ten).u Before 
founding the ROC in 1911, Sun led a series of popular movements and military actions to overthrow 
the Qing government.?2 


After the establishment of the Republic of China (73 {[Ed; ROC) in 1912, Sun Yat- 
sen’s (1866-1925) worldview experienced a shift away from Europe and America and towards the 
new-born Soviet Russia. This transformation could be ascribed to the difficulties Sun faced when 
attempting to solicit the cooperation of the warlords in China. The defending-state Movement 
(Huguo yundong ‘€[=di%))led by Sun was a military movement aimed at overthrowing Yuan’s 
establishment of the imperial system because, on 12 December 1915, Yuan formally announced 


inf 


9 General Headquarters of the National Revolutionary Army of the KMT, 1926, p. 46. Zhongguo guomindang 
zhongyao xuanyan ji xunling Sun zhongshan yizhu ‘PAE RM eS & iiiq> (AP LLG) ~(important 
Manifesto and Dictum of the Chinese KMT the Testament of Sun). Series 28. P. 129. 

10 Unification of China Under the Three People’s Principles (April 1981): Adopted at the Twelfth National 
Congress of the Kuomintang of China.” Chinese law and government. 35, no. 3 (2002): P. 45-50. 

1 Zou Lu, The Draft History of the Chinese Nationalist Party (Zhongguo guomindang shigao F[2d | Rt 
fi), Book I, The Commercial Press of Taiwan, 1970. P. 47. 


12 Bergére, Marie-Claire, and Janet Lloyd. Sun Yat-sen. Stanford University Press, 1998. 
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the restoration of the imperial system.'3 After Yuan died in 1916, no one could lead the entire 
Beiyang army, so the leaders divided each warlord’s area of control according to where their army 
was stationed; this resulted in splits, with the warlords establishing spheres of influence in their 
respective regions.'4 In 1918 and 1922, in the Constitution Protection Movement (Hufa yundong 
a2 YE1EH)).5 The Constitution Protection Movement, led by Sun in opposition to the Beiyang 
government dominated by Duan Qirui Pilih (1865-1936), aimed to defend the Provisional 
Covenant Law (Linshi yuefa [iif 1) of the ROC, and establish the Military Government for the 
Protection of the Law (Hufa junzhengfu ##i& #2cF) in Guangzhou. When Sun failed to promote 
the Constitution Protection Movement to oppose the Beiyang government and establish a separate 
military government of the ROC in Guangzhou /##)!| in 1918, he concluded, “The great peril of our 
country lies nowhere greater than in the strife for supremacy among warriors; the rivalry between 
the Southern and the Northern warlords is like that between raccoons on the same hill” (@EdZ *K 
FE, FOR AZ SRE, PB — FZ 9%).16 As a result of his failures in the Constitution 
Protection Movement, which he saw as the result of a lack of consideration of the unique 
perspective of the indigenous background of the Chinese philosophy, Sun began to theorise 
Confucian ideals in his Three People’s Principles. 


When Sun talked to Communist representative Henk Sneevliet [54% (1883-1942) in 
1921, Sneevliet took the initiative to establish direct communication with Sun on behalf of the 
Comintern (Gongchan guoji #7 Eqs) ..7 Sun claimed, “In China, there is a tradition passed down 
successively through Yao, Shun, Yu, Tang, King Wen of Zhou, King Wu of Zhou, Duke of Zhou, 
and Confucius. The foundation of my thoughts is to inherit this tradition and to carry it forward 
and promote its greatness” (Bd —iHivt, 38. eR. AR. Bi, Sceh. JAI. FL Fae BA ° FRAY 
FURS ECS > LA RE > TSE 24654 XA ).8 The consensus in academia is that Sun’s 
Three People’s Principles derived originally from the modern European Enlightenment.‘ 
However, Sun sought to integrate traditional Confucianism into the Three People’s Principles so 
that they might align more closely with what he saw as China’s unique and specific situation. Ergo, 
Sun’s preconceived worldview appears to have been shaped by the conventional values of 
Confucianism. 


When military resistance to the warlords initially failed, Sun became acutely aware 
that achieving victory in China necessitated coupling The Three People’s Principles with 
traditional practices in China. He attributed one of the ideological roots of the Three Principles of 
the People to traditional Chinese culture. In 1923, Sun claimed, “In my plan for the revolution in 
China, the principles I uphold include those inherited from our country’s existing thoughts, those 
influenced by the doctrines and achievements of European governance, and those conceived 


13 Qidong, Zheng, Qian Suqin, Zheng Qidong, and Qian Suqin. The Beiyang Government, Local Warlords 
and Inflation. In Brief History of Inflation in China. Routledge, 2013. P. 123. 


14 Zarrow, Peter. From the Military Dictator to the Warlords. In China in War and Revolution, 1895-1949, 
Routledge, 2006. P. 98. 

15 Kayloe, Tjio. The unfinished revolution: Sun Yat-Sen and the struggle for modern China. Marshall 
Cavendish International Asia Pte Ltd, 2017. 

16 Shang Mingxuan, Sun-Zhongshan zhuan ff |L/{# (A Biography of Sun), edited by Beijing Publishing 
House, 1982, P. 211. 

17 Saich, Tony, and Fritjof Tichelman. Henk Sneevliet: A Dutch revolutionary on the world stage. Journal 
of Communist Studies 1.2 (1985): P. 170-193. 

18 The Origin of Chinese Orthodoxy, Controversies and Transformations in Confucianism. Soochow 
Journal of Political Science. No. 199501 (4 issues) Published by Institute of Political Science, Soochow 
University in China. 1995, P. 241-266. 

19 Bhattacharya, Bijoy. The Tragedy of Sun: San Min Chu I (The Three Principles of the People) by Sun, Da 
Capo Press, 1975. China Report (New Delhi) 14, no. 4 (1978): P. 91. 
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uniquely by myself” (AZ aE PE, FAT RRESs, AK SAA Ze, ABR Se 
me Sth as, ae For Sy Sd a3 4%).2° Sun attempted to find theoretical qoatincations for the Three 
People’s Principles within traditional Confucianism during this process. Sun’s ideas about civil 
rights may have influenced Confucianism’s people-oriented philosophy (Minben FeA). He 
claimed that “Confucius and Mencius, from two thousand years ago, advocated for people’s rights” 
(AFAR ATMOSL ae ESEERH.22 At the political-institutional level, Sun localised the 
Western concept of the separation of powers — executive, legislative, and judicial — through his 
theory of the Five-Power Constitution (Wuquan xianfa 4274). The theoretical underpinnings 
of the Five-Power Constitution can be traced back to traditional Confucianism; Sun claimed, 
“Since the Tang and Song dynasties in China, there have been two powers that can break away 
from royal authority and stand independently: namely, impeachment and examinations” (EF 
FR, ORL, (ATI AE oy PRE: BIG, eae t).22 It can be argued that Sun’s 
democratic ideas initially had European origins but were later amalgamated with Chinese ideas 
rooted in people-oriented Confucianism. Within Confucianism, the people-oriented philosophy 
emphasises that “the people are the foundation of the state; when the foundation is solid, the state 
is at peace” (ERMEFSAS, AX[ElFS4).23 Consequently, Sun realised that the Three People’s Principles 
needed to be grounded in Confucianism for successful application in China. 


From 1920 to 1924, Sun sought to blend the distinction between “Kingly and 
Tyrannical Rules” (Wangba zhibian ¥. #2 #)#) with The Three People’s Principles, hoping to build 
a new international order of equality and mutual assistance. The “Kingly and Tyrannical Rules” 
arose in the Spring and Autumn Period (770BC-403BC), as well as the Warring States Period (404 
BC-221 BC), a time of great turmoil when the feudal system collapsed, when rites and music 
deteriorated (Libeng yuehuai iia} 222), constituting a reflection of Confucianism on the two ways 
of governance, the kingly and the tyrannical way.*4 Typically, Confucianism defined the Kingly 
Rules (Wangdao 1) as the political idea of governing the world with benevolence and justice 
and persuading people with virtue.25 In the scope of ancient China’s relations, Mencius ti 
(372BC-289BC) elevated Kingly Rules to a political concept, proposing that the king should govern 
with benevolence and justice and convince others with virtue in handling relations between states 


20 Sun Yat-sen, Zhongguo geming shi ‘Pdi 4n St (History of the Chinese Revolution), January 29, 1923", 
The Complete Works of Sun, vol. 7, China Bookstore, 1985, P. 60. vol. 9, P 262, 

21 Sun Yat-sen. The Complete Works of Sun [Sun Zhongshan quanji #4'F |i], China Book Bureau, 1986. 
22 Sun Yat-sen. Xiugai dangzhang de shuoming —— zai shanghai zhongguo guomindang benbu huiyi de 
yanshuo (Soc RAY St W—— (Ee _E VAP BB PS ONT EME «(Notes on the Revision of the Party 
Constitution — Speech at the Meeting of the Chinese Nationalist Party Headquarters in Shanghai). Selected 
Works of Sun Wen, November 4, 1922 (in Chinese), Guangzhou: Canton People’s Publishing House, 2006. 
P. 11. 

23 Zhou Shuhuai. Sun zhongshan de geming sixiang yu zhongguo chuantong wenhua #4 '# LAY “Ay AR BL 
EM sc5C{K (Sun’s revolutionary thought and traditional Chinese culture). Journal of Guizhou Normal 
University: Social Science Edition, 2002 (1): P. 55. 


24 Wang Xiaolei. Lun Sun zhongshan dui ruxue sixiang de jicheng yu gaizao mm fe'F LL eS EEO eK BL 
uit (On Sun’s Inheritance and Transformation of Confucianism). Northwestern University Publishing 
House, 2022. P. 16. 
25 Lu Hua, Yie weishi”: shijie zhi xu chongtu xia de guomindang lian’e LMR AE: HEIRERFE TPZ FAY Bd Be 
(FE (1917-1925) (Taking Russia as a teacher": the KMT's alliance with Russia under the conflict of world 
orders). Publication house at East China Normal University, 2019. P. 62. 
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to win the support of the people and unify the country.26 Opposing Kingly Rules, Tyrannical Rules 
(Badao #538) refer to the rule of a state through force and power.”’ The distinction between kingly 
and tyrannical rules was thus defined as an ancient Chinese debate about two distinct methods of 
governance. Traditional Confucianism countenanced Kingly Rules and rejected Tyrannical Rules, 
and Sun sought to analyse the difference between Kingly and Tyrannical Rules to put China’s 
foreign policy towards the West into perspective. Sun advocated in 1924 that: 


“Oriental culture follows the Kingly Rules, while Western culture follows the 
Tyrannical Rules. Advocating the path of kings emphasises benevolence, 
righteousness, and morality, and it seeks to influence people through justice and 
fairness. Advocating the path of dominance emphasises utility and power and seeks 
to oppress people with guns and cannons.” 


RATA SCE, PEACE 5 FE RHA, RE ER 
ASaHE, GIFS TS, AEE RABE A 5 SRE, Fe Pe AR 
Ao 28 


Sun argued that it was necessary to promote Great Asianism (Dayazhou zhuyi Kiel 
=E38) to address the common challenge of European industrial civilisation. In early 20% century 
China, Great Asianism emerged as a response to the geopolitical challenges posed by imperial 
powers and sought to foster a sense of solidarity among Asian nations?9. Greater Asianism is 
integral to Sun’s nationalist thought system and political philosophy. It stems from his assessment 
of the political landscape in China, Asia, and the world during the late 19 and early 20% 
centuries.3° Greater Asianism refers to the international political idea of uniting and leading the 
colonially oppressed nations and peoples of Asia to free themselves from the Great Powers’s 
bullying and to establish a new global order of equality and mutual assistance.3' Sun’s Great 
Asianism, to some extent, represented the nationalism of The Three Peoples’ Principles, aiming to 
inspire the other Confucianist countries in East Asia to achieve national independence.3? Sun 
spoke to the Japanese in 1924: 


26 Kim, Sungmoon. Politics And Interest in Early Confucianism. Philosophy East & West, 64, no. 2 (2014): 
Pp. 425. 

27 Zou Yonghou. Sun zhongshan daode lixiangguo de goujian yu kunjing fF LUi8 (Ee EEAS Bd A EL 
(The Construction and Dilemma of Sun’s Moral Ideal State). Shandong University Publication House, 
China, 2016. 
28 Sun Yat-sen. Dui shenhu shangye huiyi suodeng tuanti de yanshuo #147 ri 3€ @ as TE Be (A 
Speech to the Kobe Commercial Conference House and Other Groups), Sun, The Complete Works of Sun, 
vol. 11, China Bookstore, 1986, P. 407. 

29 Saaler, Sven. The construction of regionalism in modern Japan: Kodera Kenkichi and his “Treatise on 
Greater Asianism” (1916). Modern Asian Studies, 41.6 (2007): P.1261. 

30 Weber, Torsten. & Torsten, Weber. & Beck, Embracing. Asia' in China and Japan. Palgrave Macmillan, 
2018. 

31 Fossgard, Ole Peder Frantzen. The Creation of a Modern Chinese National Identity: Sun’s Discourse on 
Race and Nation, 2002. P. 86. 

32 Smith, Craig A. Chinese Asianism in the Early Republic: Guomindang intellectuals and the brief 
internationalist turn. Modern Asian Studies, 53.2 (2019): P. 582. 


18 


Open Journal for Studies in Philosophy, 2024, 8(4), 13-44. 


“As a Japanese nation, you have inherited the dominating culture of Europe and 
America while possessing the essence of Asian Kingly Rules. Henceforth, regarding 
the future of world culture, it is up to you, the Japanese people, to carefully examine 
and choose whether you will serve as the lapdogs of Tyrannical Rules or stand as the 
bastions of Eastern kingly Rules.” 


ORAM AAS BOREL ASE T BSS AN EOC (EK, SAE SC(LIU A, ES LR 
FEF OSC(EAT AIDE, FORE TENE K, sO eK, BEY 
A ABI RATE. 33 


Sun categorised Kingly Rules in Confucianism as those in East Asian countries, while 
he saw Tyrannical Rules as manifest in European countries: he introduced “the distinction 
between Kingly and Tyrannical Rules” to construct the idea of Asianism in China’s foreign policy.34 
It is apparent from the content of Sun’s speech that he was proposing a “distinction between Kingly 
and Tyrannical Rules” and integrated it into The Three People’s Principles, regarding it as a way 
of fomenting Asian countries’ nationalism in other Confucianist countries oppressed by European 
countries. 


In addition, the idea of Universal Harmony (Datong X|&]) was also incorporated into 
Sun's international view. Universal Harmony refers to the period of peace and prosperity 
envisioned by Confucian scholars in which all people on earth are treated as one family, equal, 
friendly, and helpful to one another.25 The Confucian Book of Rites (Liji ic.) specifically explains 
Universal Harmony as: 


“The way of the great virtue follows the principle of making the world as one’s public. 
Select the talented and capable, promote trust, and foster harmony. Hence, people 
do not merely favour their own family, nor do they only raise their own children. The 
elderly have a means of support, the strong have a role to play, the young have an 
opportunity to grow, and the disabled and lonely are taken care of. All have their 
needs met [...] This is what the Universal Harmony means.” 


AZT, KPA, BESLHE, GRRIETE, WA MBL, API, BE 
CARTS, HLA, WAAR, AVR A, AAAS L...] enn AIA], 36 


Sun explained civil rights in the Three People’s Principles as the world belonging to all 
the people.37 The New Culture Movement (Xinwenhua yundong #C{Ki£#)) is a cultural 
movement that began in 1915 to promote democracy and science.38 The May Fourth Movement 
(Wusi yundong +..V4|i8#)) was a Chinese youth student movement that saw students in Beijing 4t 
3 marching and demonstrating on May Fourth 1919, to protest the Paris Peace Conference (Bali 
hehui E.28411@) resolution on Shandong {1}, as Shandong was ceded to Japan, where they urged 
the then Beiyang government not to sign the contract and demanded that the officials involved 


33 Sun Yat-sen. Dui shenhu shangye huiyi suo deng tuanti de yanshuo #4 742% @ ar TE te he (A 
Speech to the Kobe Commercial Conference House and Other Groups), Sun, The Complete Works of Sun, 
vol. 11, China Bookstore, 1986. P. 407. 

34 Li, Benyi. Lun Sun zhongshan de dayazhou zhuyisi sixiang ifs LAY A ae YH E38 EAB (On Sun Yat-sen's 
Ideology of Greater Asianism). Jianghan Forum 11 (2005): P. 83. 

35 Chen, A, H, Y. The concept of “Datong” in Chinese philosophy expresses the idea of the common good: 
Chinese and American perspectives. Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands, 2013: P. 8. 

36 Dai Sheng. Liji. liyun pian iid, iii (The Book of Rites), Beijing, China Book Bureau, 2014, P. 961. 
37 Zhang Chunguang. Sun Zhongshan kexue sixiang yanjiu $$ |L A} AARHZE (A Study of Sun Yat-sen’s 
Scientific Thought). Shandong University Publication House, China, 2012. 


38 Forster, Elisabeth. 1919 — the Year That Changed China: A New History of the New Culture Movement. 
Berlin: De Gruyter Oldenbourg, 2018. 
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should be punished.39 The outbreak of the May Fourth Movement led the Chinese intellectuals of 
the time to seek a way to save the country, and Marxism began to spread into China.4° The eruption 
of the October Revolution in 1917 enabled Sun to reach out to Marxism in Europe. The October 
Revolution was an armed uprising led by a Bolshevik school under the leadership of Lenin (1870- 
1924), and it established the Soviet regime.41 The May Fourth Movement and the New Culture 
Movement articulated the Chinese as keeping abreast of Marxism and Socialism.4? In conclusion, 
Sun also adapted the idea of Universal Harmony into his Three People’s Principles and then 
gradually gained credibility in disseminating Marxist ideas in China. 


Influenced by the victory of the Russian October Revolution in 1917, Sun conceived 
that Marxism had an affinity with Confucianism. Sun claimed that “the People’s Livelihood is 
Socialism, also known as the Communism, which is the idea of Universal Harmony” (FU4E Ese 
eth ER, MA tees > BAe) X).43 Sun drew a direct line connecting the Three 
People’s Principles with Communism; meanwhile, the idea of Universal Harmony in 
Confucianism is, to some extent, how Sun understood Communism. Based on the similarities 
between Communism and the People’ s Livelihood, Sun regarded Soviet Russia as China’s 
constructive partner. Sun said in 1922, “It was only recently that I learned that Soviet Russia was 
a country China could trust. If the ROC and Soviet Russia were to form an offensive and defensive 
alliance, there would be no country in the world that [China] can fear” (#lxcit, SRB A 
PEAT LRA AS, PRP ARTF Te, BTR EIS Ae AR R).44 Sun drew 
on the work of Stalin’s (1879-1953) Two Camp theory, which states that the world is divided into 
two camps: the camp of the civilised few, who own the financial capital and exploit the vast 
majority of the global population, and the camp of the oppressed and exploited people of the 
colonised and dependent countries, who make up the majority.45 Sun argued that Lenin’s theory 
could make China strong so that China could achieve independence at least.4° A Greater Asianism 
based on national liberation would require China first to unite itself and then unite the weaker 
peoples of Asia and the world “to break the power politics with justice” (Jt [mF] FAZA BEA FT ARAB HE) .47 
Moreover, Sun’s ideas sought to construct a more egalitarian international order, and Sun’s Three 
People’s Principles were not confined to China or Asia but were figured as a form of progress and 
liberation for all humankind based on the Universal Harmony. Sun’s philosophy was to promote 
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the “unity and liberation of the oppressed nations” (#278 PUA Ai 4 BLA T).48 Accordingly, Sun 
may have seen similarities between Confucianism and Marxism, leading him to gradually see 
Soviet Russia as a reliable partner in achieving China’s independence and reunification. 


With similar views, Sun began to learn from and seek cooperation with Soviet Russia. 
He undertook to reasonably comprehend the development of Soviet Russia as the logic of 
Confucianism, saying, “As for Soviet Russia, it has even more progressive goals, aiming to ensure 
that everyone enjoys economic equality and happiness without any inequality. When discussing 
its ultimate achievement, it is comparable to what is called Confucianism” (2 #7(fk Ed Al) EEA, 


FLA RYTE REA AE Se OAS 2 aet, MR ZR, ae Ak, ABR Sra SL FAA).49 


Simultaneously, Sun’s Three People’s Principles became gradually characterised as 
“anti-imperialist” after its coupling with Confucianism in the first place. As Sun said in 1923: 


“We are among the weak nations, and we should collectively strive to resist the 
plunder and oppression of imperialist countries. Imperialist nations form an 
imperialist united front, not only to suppress the freedom and national movements 
of China but also to suppress the freedom and national movements of weaker nations 
in Asia and even to oppress the freedom and national movements of weaker nations 


worldwide.” 
IRS RES) RAR ZH, RSS, RPM ERMA ZH eR, 
Bee abd sale 5 JAS CP a] EA eB) 


AIG Cre Bd Fe BGR 
AR AB Ay BR BY YN 7) PRUE A = 
ye A REM BP. 


In 1923, The Canton Customs Crisis (Guanyu Shijian [iil fR24+) erupted, enabling Sun 
to accelerate cooperation with Soviet Russia. The Canton Crisis refers to the conflict between the 
Canton Revolutionary government, led by Sun, and Western countries on using the Canton tariff 
balance.5! The Beiyang government and foreign missions in Beijing protested Sun’s actions, 
foreign missions in Beijing protested Sun’s actions, and the United States sent two warships into 
Guangzhou.52 The outcome of the Canton Crisis forced Sun to move entirely away from hope in 
the European Powers and the US, which gradually solidified the line of alliance with Soviet Russia. 
In his speech in late 1923, Sun said, “I no longer sought the support of the Western powers, and 
my face turned to Russia” (Fe ek PES Sc, Be et) ¢ PREM).53 On January 16, 
1923, Sun and Joffe iE (1883-1927), Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the USSR, met in 
Shanghai_;i## to discuss the cooperation between the two parties of China and the USSR and 
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jointly issued the declaration, which emphasised efforts to promote the unification of the ROC.54 
With the help of the USSR’s advisers, Sun and the other KMT leaders drafted the 1924 Declaration 
of the First National Congress of the KMT and the new KMT party platform. This manifesto stated 
that the KMT’s doctrine was the Three People’s Principles advocated by Sun, wherein the 
nationalism in the Three People’s Principles aimed to help the KMT eliminate the Northern 
Warlords’ rule over China.55 Sun summarised why the KMT had previously failed to launch waves 
of uprisings, saying it was because the KMT lacked guiding principles while Soviet Russia had 
managed to win the domestic revolution and expel foreign intervention forces. He said: 


“The [KMT] Party’s restructuring this time is modelled after the Soviet Union, 
attempting a fundamental revolution for success, switching to party members 
collaborating with the military to strive. Using this method, Russia resisted the 
invasion of major powers precisely during the initial success of the Russian 
Revolution, and Russian party members were able to overcome it. The reason lies in 
the members’ commitment to the ideology.” 


GLAM KOH, JOD aR Aa, (EMRANAS Ap , OCF ES tee le) KAR 
ZB FRBIDA CREEL 5-2 fe08, — Efe RB An MD, TERRA Ee IS 
2, FURR REA ERIE, 5 


At the suggestion of the CCP, Sun decided to reorganise the KMT with the help of the 
USSR’s advisers and to reunite most of China from its southern Canton base through the Northern 
Expedition.57 Sun attributed the hurdle of China’s unification to the warlords’ secession. At the 
time, China was dominated by the fractious Beiyang warlords, each of whom had a different 
Western country behind them.5® He claimed that “the fundamental cause of China’s turmoil at 
present [1924] lies in the warlords and the imperialists who support them. Our mission in 
addressing China’s issues at the National Assembly is, first and foremost, to eliminate the warlords 
and, second, to break the support of the imperialists for the warlords. Only by eliminating these 
two factors can China achieve peace and unity” ( HISEFEL19.24 5° LATA, hee ss 
RRM TAMER, PMR A, ER ae, oe — BASE TARRY, 
RH BEF TR AT BE Bear, FTA PS PRP, Pe Ay LA enc —).59 With the ae 
and Soviet Union’s help, Sun and the KMT established the Whampoa Military Academy (Huangpu 
junxiao $<47i##%) and paved the way for the Northern Expedition.®° Therefore, Sun grew closer 
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to Soviet Russia based on their consensus of anti-imperialism and the correlation between 
Confucianism and Communism. This idea was embodied in the Three People’s Principles, which 
then became the KMT’s guiding ideology.62 Sun cooperated with the CCP and the USSR, 
establishing the military academy to commence the Northern Expedition and the unification. 


This section examines the process of Sun’s Confucianisation of the Three People’s 
Principles and how it influenced his international outlook. Sun found that Chinese Confucianism 
shared much in common with the Three People’s Principles regarding the People’s Livelihood and 
nationalism. At the level of foreign relations, Sun attempted to fuse the distinction between Kingly 
and Tyrannical Rules with the Three People’s Principles to establish a new international order of 
equality and mutual assistance. He also incorporated the idea of Universal Harmony into his 
global outlook. 


Sun interpreted civil rights in the principles of the Three People’s Principles as the 
Confucian idea that the world is public, meaning that the people should own the state.®3 His 
international perspective extended from Greater Asianism to all oppressed peoples and nations, 
and the October Revolution of 1917 enabled him to access European Marxism. Sun advocated that 
Communism was somewhat in line with Confucianism and sought to enlist the help of Soviet 
Russia to complete China’s national unification. On the advice of the CCP, Sun decided to 
reorganise the KMT with the help of Soviet advisers and attempted to unify much of China through 
the Northern Expedition. Sun’s understanding of Soviet Russia was based on the anti-imperialist 
consensus of Confucianism and Communism, in which Sun’s Three People’s Principles gradually 
became the guiding ideology of the KMT. 


3. The role of Confucianism in the KMT’s move towards the West from 1924 
to 1927 

“After the passing of the Premier [Sun], Mr Dai [Jitao], realising that the CCP 
intended to undermine our party, obstruct the national revolution, and harm our 
nation and people, at that time, the misguided propaganda of the CCP misled many 
young people. They had a vague understanding of the Premier’s ideology and, as a 
result, were adrift without guidance and even went down the wrong path, causing a 
perilous situation.” 


TELA AAE LR, REMEBER ES SA > (ARERR > ee 
FREY BAR ERT > ESTERASE PR Ee STE EY Be PRR > AS RY ea 

As > WAM GEAR > EBA ABR > TERE eo BROVERR © 64 

These words were spoken by Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975) in 1927 when he aimed to 
illuminate Dai Jitao’s #%2=[%J (1891-1949) interpretation of the Three People’s Principles and 


contain the spread of Communism among young Chinese. Dai was a KMT veteran and theory 
propagandist; Dai was Sun’s secretary and Director of the Political Department of the Whampoa 
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Military Academy.®5 Chiang ruptured the cooperation with the CCP in 1927 and launched the 
campaign of Party purge (Qingdang 7#)on the CCP on April 12, halting Sun’s policy of uniting 
with the CCP to complete China’s National Revolution and banning the USSR’s advisers.®° Under 
Chiang’s leadership, KMT ultimately achieved China’s unification by defeating the Beiyang 
warlords and completing the Northern Expedition at the end of 1928. At this stage, the influence 
of Confucianism still pushed the KMT’s foreign policy towards the West. 


Dai promoted the Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles. Historical circles 
in China commonly described Dai’s Confucianisation of the Three Peoples’ Principles as Daijitao- 
ism (Dai Jitao zhuyi #2=\) = #8). Mainland China’s scholars concretely defined Daijitao-ism as 
the term that constructed the theory of opposing Marxism, class struggle, and cooperation 
between the KMT and the CCP.®8 Foremost, Dai tried to utilise the benevolence of Confucianism 
to replace the influence of Communism in China. Dai claimed that “it is not necessary to fight for 
the interests of the workers and peasants in the form of class struggle, because human beings are 
benevolent and we can move the capitalists to respect the interests of the workers and peasants by 
being benevolent” (#@i@ LIRAEMAYAll it, AAFEEEIOA RMSE, AA) ERA BEERENY 
, ALICE ZAR AAZR, fe PA TERRE RAYA &E).°9 Moreover, Dai further linked the Sun’s 
Three People’s Principles to Confucianism, trying to justify the Sun’s Three People’s Principles. 
Dai advocated that “Mr. [Sun] Yat-sen’s fundamental ideas are entirely rooted in the Confucian 
Doctrine of the Mean, representing mainstream Chinese orthodox thought. Mr. [Sun] is a great 
sage in Chinese moral and cultural heritage, carrying a legacy beyond Confucius” ([f@] FL e4E A 
FEATRAR, FEMURS BITE ee EARS Ze, [GRISEA EEL BK Re E 
BARA ACHE).7° Crucially and in direct contradiction to Sun, Dai’s Confucianisation of the Three 
People’s Principles sought to exclude Communism and Marxism from the KMT and decouple the 
CCP from the KMT for the sake of the KMT’s survival.7: Dai proposed to establish the pure Three 
People's Principles as the supreme principle of the KMT, to promote the Three People’s Principles 
vigorously, and to oppose the tearing apart of social strata caused by class struggle; Dai Jitao 
advocated the establishment of a pure KMT, and the purging of the party's ill-willed atmosphere.” 
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Dai thus tried to look for a justification for the leadership of a national revolution led by the KMT 
to purify the KMT. This justification was based on Sun’s Three People’s Principles rather than on 
the ideals of Communism. He claimed in 1924 that “China’s politics should be firmly held in the 
hands of the Chinese youth who believe in the Three Principles of the People. Only in this way can 
we establish a solid foundation for the Republic based on the Three Principles of the People (Fd 
MBs, Meike Pees — REM PREES, Fay Dei ee = Ese Rd eae 
).73 Dai’s Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles appealed to historical Confucian 
orthodoxy as a reason to defy the CCP’s influence within the KMT and in China in general. 


Ei 


Chiang shored up and was privy to Dai’s Confucianisation of the Three People’s 

Principles. On the one hand, Chiang was motivated by the need to maintain his political status, 
and he saw Sun’s alliance with Soviet Russia as a tool-based strategy to augment China’s 
revolutionary forces. Chiang claimed in 1925, “Here we must make it clear that the Father of 
Nations [Sun Yat-sen]’s policy of aligning with Russia is based on a nationalist stance, not on the 
belief that communism is feasible in China. Furthermore, one should not succumb to the 
Communist Party’s threats for the sake of aligning with Russia, nor should there be any 
appeasement towards the Communist Party” (EJ Be(" 428 0A FSH, WEE BSC LEAP LU i eB 
SR, TETRA RR ERIN IEG, MR ea See E SEO TS PE > SEAN EK Py TRI SA ER 
> BVA Ee Fae ).74 Chiang advocated that uniting with CCP and Soviet Russia was merely a 
strategy of Sun’s to pool the support from different classes and groups in Chinese society. He said, 
“We understand that the policy of the Father of Nations [Sun Yat-sen] at that time, aligning with 
Russia and accommodating communism, was for the concentration of the revolutionary forces in 
China and the unity of their will” (Feil (#4, PAST ERE LL] ee RBA SEM BOR, Tote PAR Ap 
TI SWSE PF BEA HE—).75 Chiang served as the principal of Whampoa Military Academy from 
1924 to 1927, when he established the Nanjing-based government of ROC.76 Chiang needed to 
strengthen his authority because he was the only military leader within the KMT who represented 
the interests of the right wing of the KMT. When Chiang occupied Nanjing, the left wing of KMT 
established the Wuhan KMT Government (Wuhan guomin zhengfu tX#Ed RBO).77 Chiang 
wanted to assert his ideological authority to counter the Wuhan government's influence.7® At that 
time, Chiang did not have a set of mature theories, so he chose the approach that best suited his 
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political standpoint.79 Chiang thus tried to use Daijitao-ism to consolidate his authority as he 
moved from a military leader to a political leader.®° 


Chiang tried to use the Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles as an 
instrument to fight against Communism. Chiang’s speech at E’mei Military Training Corps (e’mei 
junxun tuan lf 32 aI) deemed the Three People’s Principles to be a counterweight when 
confronting the rapid development of the CCP, saying, “Promote the ideology of the Premier [Sun] 
to ensure that the general youth have a clear understanding of the Three Principles of the People, 
strengthen their faith in the Premier’s ideology, resist the seduction of Communist Party fallacies, 
and remain loyal to the revolutionary cause of the Three Principles of the People, in order to 
achieve the goal of saving the country and the people” (Miaf@FhERs, FREAK ME RS = RE 
#67 HA EA a ek, Bx E EWN Rene ERM, ANS SE ES RAS xX : ita = ESE Seb op 
2 > DURE RCEMRCESAY AAY).8: Chiang and Dai shared an understanding of the need to stem the 
power of the CCP. Chiang conceived of eliminating Communism in the ROC as a way of signalling 
the solidification of the KMT government. Chiang claimed in 1929 that “waiting until, within a 
certain period, all theories, and methods of the [Chinese] Communist Party are completely 
eliminated, Chinese society stabilises, our party’s foundation becomes solid, and then we can 
proceed to realise the final steps of the Three Principles of the People. This is to achieve the 
complete success of the national revolution” (4 2//E—7ERRHIAN, UL Fase ayy ai 


ARMIES > PRISE S > AROSE > AMORA ES REAL RE 

SK EM ES 2 op A Bsc e%).82. Meanwhile, Daijitao-ism saw the People’s Livelihood as the core 
concept of the Three People's Principles; in contrast, the other two elements, Nationalism and 
Civil rights, were only seen as the working method. Furthermore, Dai interpreted the People’s 
Livelihood in the Three People’s Principles as a guiding principle to improve people’s livelihood, 
saying, “It is necessary to build all cultures on the moral foundation of China’s inherent 
benevolence and love” (424 82 L) [ad [isl @ A {= EAR Ay 18 (2 SE A).83 Dai forcefully opposed the 
theory of class struggle in Marxism. Marx had claimed that the whole of society was increasingly 
divided into two hostile camps, into two classes in direct opposition to each other: the bourgeoisie 
and the proletariat.84 Dai advocated that the Three People’s Principles suited China’s national 
conditions because Chinese Confucianism was one of the origins of Sun’s Three Principles of the 
People. He said: 


“The class conflict is a pathological condition of society, not its normal state. This 
condition is not the same in every country, so the treatment methods cannot be the 
same for all. In China’s society, if there is no clear-cut class conflict nationwide, we 
cannot adopt a revolutionary approach based solely on class conflict, nor should we 
wait until there is a clear class conflict to initiate a revolution. The confrontation in 
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China’s revolution between the forces of revolution and counter-revolution is a 
confrontation between the awakened and the unawakened, not a class conflict. 
Therefore, our goal is to awaken the entire nation's consciousness, not the 
consciousness of a single class.” 


PME, ALOHA, IRL OOH, JEANIE, BIRLA HE 
My eee ees A oe en ee tt 
PASC, BLARRESE SHAABAN SENN 7, EAR RESESSL ATT (PL IN E 
SEPA, TAMA ALAS IOC, REAM, 78 
EVO NL, PRL BEE LRM, AEA — EE, 8 


Based on this antithetical standpoint on class struggle, Chiang drew on Daijitao-ism 
to counter the spread of Marxist ideas after the Northern Expedition in 1926. Simultaneously, 
Dai's further explanation of the Three People’s Principles provided a theoretical basis for KMT’s 
policies of the KMT “party purge” of the CCP in 1927. Dai’s incorporation of the Three People’s 
Principles as a tenet of KMT policy highlighted its ideological exclusiveness. In Dai’s discourse, 
“The Three Principles of the People are the principles of national salvation. What is a principle? A 
principle i is a kind of thought, a kind of belief, and a kind of power” (= E22 RB ER, (+E 
fe Esse ? ERE PRA, — fifa — fi) t).86 Moreover, Dai distorted Sun’s 
cooperation policy with the CCP as a CCP conspiracy, “The collective joining of the Chinese 
Communist Party into the Chinese KMT is a form of parasitic policy” (FEQsé ze fe feh A HE 
ES ee > 9g — fi Sy4E ECR).87 The KMT’s rightists countenanced Daijitao-ism and briefly proposed 
that “[KMT members] genuinely regard the Three Principles of the People as the sole theory and 
the KMT as the only party for saving the country” ((EWR #5] AE = RE ME Bim, {Ed 
BURRS 2 ME — Bele A Bc) .88 Under the influence of Daijitao-ism, the KMT set strict limits on CCP 
members who joined the KMT in the name of individuality.89 In May 1926, during the KMT’s 
authoritarian rule in Guangzhou, the Second Plenary Session of the Second Central Committee of 
the KMT adopted the “Organising of Party Affairs” policy (Zhengli dangwu jueyi an #5FR RETR 
#28), which rigorously constrained the quantity and authority of CCP members.%° After the 
“Organising of Party Affairs”, KMT rightists gradually began to control the KMT’s party machine. 
Chiang became the highest military leader when the KMT’s National Revolutionary Army 
(Guomin gemingjun EWE) occupied Shanghai in 1927. As the workers’ movement and 
strikes organised by the CCP affected the interests of the local triads in Shanghai, Chiang bribed 
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armed members of the local triads to pose as workers managed by the CCP and to launch attacks 
on the CCP members stationed at various locations.%! Under the KMT rightists’ control, Chiang 
launched the coup d'état of April 12, 1927, leading the right wing of the KMT, with the help of the 
Shanghai local gangs, to arrest en masse and execute members of the CCP and some of the leftists 
(Zuopai 7-)k) in the KMT, and to ban the USSR’s advisers. Dai’s illustration of the Three People’s 
Principles in Confucianism enabled KMT rightists and Chiang to marginalise the CCP and lay the 
theoretical foundation for Chiang’s policy of party purging progressively. 


Chiang allied with financial oligarchs from Jiangsu and Zhejiang and deposed other 
USSR advisers and the CCP. When the KMT’s armies controlled Shanghai in 1927, the Northern 
Expeditionary Army (Beifajun 4E{% #2) occupied half of China south of the Yangtze River.°3 At this 
time, the CCP launched three armed workers’ riots in Shanghai, mainly inhabiting the non- 
concession areas of Shanghai.94 Financial oligarchs from Jiangsu and Zhejiang (Jianghe caifa {I 
itd) were thought to be connected to the groups of Jiangsu and Zhejiang businessmen and 
bankers who dominated Shanghai’s business community, most of the Jiangsu and Zhejiang 
consortia developed from the compradors cultivated by European countries and Japan, USA.95 
One of the financial oligarchs was Chiang’s Friend, Yu Qiaqin /#?#5#) (1867-1945),who visited 
Chiang to represent these businessmen in Shanghai.°° In the meantime, Chiang hoped to acquire 
economic funding from these financial oligarchs to confront the Wuhan KMT government. Under 
the premise of demilitarising the armed workers led by the CCP, these financial oligarchs, like Yu, 
promised to subsidise Chiang.9” Given that the Wuhan KMT government, led by KMT leftists, was 
funded by the USSR, Chiang established the Nanjing KMT government and united with the 
European and American countries in his bid for power. 98 The Nanjing Government, controlled by 
Chiang, issued the bulletin that the Nanjing National Government would join the European and 
American forces in imposing an economic blockade on the Wuhan Government.% At this stage, 
Dai Jitao-ism became the guiding ideology of the KMT Nanjing government, and Chiang’s regime 
used it to consolidate the orthodoxy of his regime, purging the CCP in China and uniting with the 
European and American powers to take over the power from the Wuhan KMT government 
supported by the USSR in 1927; Chiang used the Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles 
to counter the ideology of communism. 


Daijitao-ism aimed to seek the orthodoxy of the Three People’s Principles in 
Confucianism and Chinese history, as it was more compatible with China’s indigenous Confucian 
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culture than Communism, to counteract the spread and influence of the CCP in the KMT and 
China. Chiang supported the Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles to maintain his 
political status and rule. Specifically, Chiang saw Sun’s alliance with Soviet Russia as a strategic 
means to strengthen the revolutionary forces in China. Chiang also tried to use Daijitao-ism to 
consolidate his authority from military to political leader. On the other hand, Chiang attempted to 
see the Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles as an anti-communist tool. At the same 
time, Dai’s further interpretation of the Three People’s Principles provided the theoretical basis 
for the KMT’s policy of “purging the Party” and the massacre of the CCP in 1927. Under the 
influence of Daijitao-ism, the KMT imposed strict restrictions on CCP members who joined the 
KMT as individuals and established the Nanjing Government, which was controlled by the right 
wing of the KMT. Chiang received vast amounts of aid from the Jiangsu and Zhejiang financial 
oligarchs. The Daijitao-ism influenced the Nanjing KMT government, and Chiang purged the CCP 
in southern China and joined forces with the European and American powers to seize power from 
the Soviet-backed Wuhan KMT government in 1927; the Nanjing KMT gradually moved closer to 
the West during this period. 


4. The Confucian argument behind the KMT’s “Treaty Revision Movement” 
from 1928 to 1930 


“With all haste, abolish the unequal treaties to grant Chinese citizens freedom and 
equality.” 


COHEN TOPE, (RBI, MERE HEE, 100 


This statement was excerpted from Huang Fu’s 4) (1880-1936) speech in his 
inauguration ceremony when Huang was nominated as the ROC’s foreign minister in 1928. It 
shows that the KMT government aimed to cancel or amend the unequal treaties they had 
previously signed with European powers. This slightly conciliatory statement was distinguished 
from Sun’s statement of anti-imperialism, reflecting a clear shift away from revolutionary 
diplomacy to diplomacy abiding by peace in the 1920s. 1° In the historical context, the KMT, led 
by Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975), ultimately achieved a series of significant triumphs in the 
Chinese Civil War, culminating in Chiang’s successful unification of the ROC.*°? The KMT Army 
continued its northward march, joining warlord Feng Yuxiang “-E¢f (1882-1948) in north- 
western China and warlord Yan Xishan [#/#%|) (1883-1960) in Shanxi |//§ before capturing 
Beijing in June 1928. 1°3 


On 29 December 1928, Zhang Xueliang 4% (1901-2001) announced by telegram 
that he accepted the rule of the KMT government in Nanjing and announced that the northeastern 
army had joined the KMT en masse and believed in the Three People’s Principles.'°4 At that time, 


Zhang, a general of the “Fengtian Clique” (Fengxijunfa 4©%% #[/§) faction who ruled northern east 
China, replaced the five-coloured flag of the Beiyang government with the blue sky, white sun and 
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red ground flag of the KMT government.'°5 Henceforth, after the Northern Expedition, the 
Chiang’s KMT Government completed the formal reunification of China and became the only 
regime representing China internationally.1°° Thus, Chiang became the ROC’s nominal national 
leader even though other warlords were still entrenched in North-East China and South China. 


The Three People’s Principles progressively became the state ideology, further 
combining with domestic nationalism in China. The current body of literature generally concurs 
that modern China’s humiliating experiences are related to Chinese nationalism and that the rise 
of nationalism is connected to humiliating experiences.’°” A series of coercive treaties that Qing 
China was compelled to sign in response to advanced scientific technologies and weapons caused 
the East Asian tributary system to disintegrate in imperial China.1°* When KMT nominally unified 
the ROC in 1928, it sought to solicit theoretical weight from the Three People’s Principles aimed 
at national salvation. The Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles promoted by Dai was 
intended to save the Chinese nation and revitalise China. Because Dai’s Confucianisation of the 
Three People’s Principles became the ROC’s national ideology after the KMT’s Northern 
Expedition in 1926, Daijitao-ism needed to be coupled with China’s nationalism to underpin the 
KMT's rule. Chiang sought to use Confucianism as a bridge between China’s ancient traditions and 
China’s national strength. Chiang claimed 1928 that “the fundamental spirit of the historical and 
cultural tradition is the nation’s soul. The strength or weakness of this soul directly impacts a 
nation's prosperity or decline” (ME BSC{(E ZBI AH, HEEB AC AR, Ser (EBAY eh BL 
#8, LIE ee 8 (BZA 3Z).009 The Three People’s Principles are derived from the 
quintessential part of China's traditional culture. As Chiang said: 


“What is China’s inherent national character? What has traditionally been the spirit 
of founding a nation? What is needed now? The Premier [Sun] has clarified that it is 
the “Three Principles of the People.” What is the “Three Principles of the People”? 
Ethically and politically, it is based on “loyalty, filial piety, benevolence, love, faith, 
and peace.” Pragmatically, it is a revolutionary philosophy of “knowing the 
difficulties and executing the easy.” Now, as we restore our national spirit for the 
revival of the Chinese nation, we must first revive China’s inherent national morality 
of loyalty, filial piety, benevolence, love, faith, and peace.” 


Bel [el A A) PRE ETS ? ES IZ BO OE TR ° SCE ie BEND EAT BR ? [GA] ie 
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It can be said that the KMT authorities attempted to merge the concept of the Chinese 
nation with nationalism. More precisely, they aligned the Three Principles of the People with the 
moral and political tenets of traditional Chinese Confucianism while attributing the revival of 
Chinese history to the philosophical traditions of ancient China. At this stage in the KMT’s 
discourse, Sun’s Three People’s Principles appeared to inherit a series of positive Chinese 
traditional virtues, the Three Peoples’ Principles empowering the Chinese people’s traditional 
Confucianism values regarding ethical and political values and, in practice. Achieving China’s 
rejuvenation seemed to involve regaining the traditional Confucianism of ancient Chinese culture. 
According to the ideological propaganda in ROC, the Three People’s Principles inherited the 
essence of archaic Chinese Confucianism. Hence, after the establishment of the Nanjing KMT 
government in 1927, Chiang devoted himself to generalising the ethical construction in 
Confucianism. As Chiang claimed, “Confucianism ethics is the building of national morality, the 
most important foundation of all our construction” (mPLG Rate ARIS, AFM eR 
3 BA BEAK FE ME).42 Thus, at this stage, The KMT government, in response to the growing influence 
of communism, employed the Confucianised Three Principles of the People as a nationalist 
ideology to garner broader public support for the KMT regime. The ROC government carried out 
the morphological inculcation of the Three People’s Principles by promoting the construction of 
Confucian ethics and combining nationalism with the Three People’s Principles. 


At the domestic level, this explained how the KMT’s political role changed from that 
of a revolutionary party to the ruling party after the nominal unification of China in 1928; from an 
in-country perspective, the KMT needed to improve its legitimacy. Initially, the KMT was required 
to continue to fight against the CCP: after the KMT’s party purge in 1927, the CCP used military 
insurrection to establish the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army in eight provinces in 
southern China.!3 Chiang stated in his opening address to the Fourth Plenary Session of the KMT, 
which took place from 2 to 7 February 1928, that “We must oppose not only 1 the doctrine of the 
Communist Party but also its theories and methods” (#e{MA/(# 2b Hy Ese, tf AERC YY 
HH ig BL 7 ).4 Chiang and the KMT also sought to publicise the Three People’s Principles as an 
instrument for thought control, using its ideological propaganda to confront the spread of 
Communism."5 KMT even asked Chinese people, “All our citizens should sincerely believe in the 
Three Principles of the People and support the KMT. They should not unwisely believe in heretical 
doctrines, be incited by the Communist Party, nor should they covet small gains and be ee 
by Communist bandits.” (LRA RHE Ress, HERR, NHB, SIEM 
Brbgaih, AR I) 4), A SE PEBEGEPTISER).1° Accordingly, when the KMT became the governing 
party after 1928, promoting the Three People’s Principles as an ideological indoctrination against 
the red armies led by the CCP further strengthened its legitimacy. 
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At the external level, Sun and the other KMT leaders upheld the convention of 
revolutionary diplomacy, regarding the European countries and the US as objects to be 
overthrown or rebelled against. The idea of revolutionary diplomacy can be traced back to the May 
Thirtieth Massacre by the British. In 1925, on the eve of the Northern Expedition of KMT’s Armies, 
the shooting of over 40 protesters by the British military and police in Shanghai became a national 
tragedy called the “May Thirtieth Massacre” (Wusa canan FS), and it triggered the biggest 
protest in China since the May Fourth Movement.” The KMT unexpectedly found a popular mood 
within China before the Northern Expedition, so it used this as the backbone for a new concept of 
“revolutionary diplomacy” (Geming waijiao *i%}2é), officially becoming the primary 
diplomatic strategy of the KMT Government. Zhou defined “revolutionary diplomacy” as, firstly, 
“breaking all traditions and existing rules” (fJ#%— G(s we FO BE TF AY BLA) and second, “harnessing 
the power of the people [against imperialism]” (#'J 4 ih3477).u8 Under the influence of this 
guidance, one of the purposes of the Northern Expedition was dismantling the foreign concessions 
in China. The Declaration of the Northern Expedition of the National Revolutionary Army in 1924 
clearly stated that the Northern Expedition was to “eliminate the warlords, expel the powers, 
regain the concessions and recover all sovereignty” (HIKES, BRAGR, UALR, cle] =E 
}fé)."9 When the KMT’s National Revolutionary Army occupied Wuhan i in 1927, the Wuhan 
KMT Government sent troops and workers’ pickets into the British Concession in Hankou HF 
and Jiujiang /U7L, and Britain was forced to sign an agreement with the Wuhan KMT Government 
to return the British concessions in Hankou and Jiujiang to the KMT government.!2° One scholar 
of the time described the KMT’s diplomacy as “[using the method of dealing with] rogues is the 
most effective diplomatic method of dealing with the governments of the imperialist powers” ([¥#t 
APT RRURA TE, FOE ee Tir Bd SE Se RB A AY 46 77 K).21, Revolutionary diplomacy 
also emphasised the use of popular strength when KMT troops occupied areas in southern China 
as the Wuhan KMT government had followed the Sun’s policy of uniting with the CCP Before July 
15, 1927. Although the Nanjing KMT government had initiated the campaign to purge the CCP on 
April 12, 1927, the Wuhan KMT continued to advocate cooperation with the Communists and the 
implementation of Sun’s anti-imperialist ideology. This period became known as the “Nanjing- 
Wuhan split” (Ninghan fenlie {£43 4) and marked a division within the KMT.:22 The split pitted 
the purging communist forces, led by Chiang in Nanjing, against the more accommodating 
communist forces, led by Wang in Wuhan, during the KMT’s Northern Expedition in 1927.123 
During this period, the CCP was a branch of the Comintern, an international association of 
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Communist parties and organisations under the leadership of the USSR.124 The Comintern 
directed the CCP to mobilise all available forces, cooperating with the KMT’s military efforts to 
unify China.!25 Specifically, the Comintern urged the CCP to “rely on the masses of peasants, 
workers, intellectuals, and industrial and commercial sectors in China to combat world 
imperialism and its vassal states and to strive for China’s independence” ({K 5# BA Aik AM HEIR. 
LA. Fath FARR I, A BOT A BE BS ES, Ay SPH HP hg Ye fl PSF) 126 
The influence of the CCP may have contributed to the KMT’s emphasis on harnessing popular 
support during the Northern Expedition.!2”7 Notably, the KMT government’s foreign policy 
perpetuated Sun’s anti-imperialist stance, and this revolutionary diplomacy became the KMT’s 
means of garnering support from various social classes in China. This strategy ultimately allowed 
the KMT to achieve the unification of China during the successful Northern Expedition. 


However, from 1928 to 1930, the KMT started to abandon its revolutionary diplomacy, 
employing the diplomatic concept of faith and friendship to promote its Treaty Revision 
Movement after 1927, finally trying to gain legitimacy by amending treaties. This could be 
attributed to the shift of KMT’s role from an opposition party to a ruling party. Given that the KMT 
had nominally unified China at the end of 1928, Chiang and Dai then conducted the 
Confucianisation of nationalism in the Three People’s Principles to strengthen its legitimacy.128 
Unlike the previous revolutionary diplomacy, the KMT, the ROC’s ruling party, could no longer 
adopt the Bolshevik style to solve foreign affairs. The KMT government thus used the Confucianist 
concept of “keeping good faith and pursuing harmony” [Jiangxin xiumu ift{a{EHE] as the guiding 
principle in foreign relations.129 Concretely, when Huang was nominated as the foreign minister 
of the KMT government by Chiang in 1928, he declared that “following diplomatic procedures, the 
KMT Government is prepared to maintain and enhance goodwill relations with all friendly 
countries to rectify unequal treaties to obtain China’s rightful equality in the international arena” 
(FEARS BH, BOS BUEUTE NERS, HES BI ER EA EH, Be RBC (i BL 
4 BFSMERR EHS VE HSL el A).13° Although the KMT government discarded the previous 
revolutionary diplomacy, it still sought to rectify the unequal treaties signed by the Qing China 
government since 1840 and acquire an equal status in the international order. In the KMT’s 
discourse, the nationalism in the Three People’s Principles emanated from Confucianism and 
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achieving independence and egalitarianism was, indeed, one of the primary purposes of KMT, 

“The revolutionary aim of the KMT is to seek freedom and equality in China” (Edd eM z 2p 

AY, Aye Pd A a e).131 The KMT and its Nanjing Government gained authority from Dai’s 

Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles. The Declaration of the KMT government in 

Nanjing on 20 September 1927 clearly stated the need to “carry out the abolition of unequal 

treaties to restore the independence and freedom of the national state to its equal status” (Atma 
BRAS ESHA Eske, DIK Be We Bd Ae ig 7 A AZ ES Hh {i).132 It was pointed out that: 


“In our country’s eighty years, we have experienced the constraints of unequal 
treaties imposed by imperialists. From the arrogant display of military power, 
bureaucratic corruption, economic bankruptcy, and the hardships of the people’s 
livelihood, to the loss of our national rights and the oppression of our compatriots, 
there is none that is not caused by unequal treaties. Therefore, the Prime Minister 
[Sun]’s dying wish is to abolish unequal treaties, strive to implement it thoroughly, 
and restore the equality of [our] international status.” 


BRU PK, IRE MERE ER, ELLER, TORO, ENE 
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Based on these declarations, the KMT government blamed unequal treaties for China’s 
problems. By amending treaties with foreign countries, the KMT government gained legitimacy. 
After the unification of ROC in 1928, the KMT needed to structure its nation-state legitimacy, 
seeking theoretical support from nationalism in the Three People’s Principles. 


Therefore, the Nationalist government began to promote the Treaty Revision 
Movement. Considering the KMT government’s pro-Western attitude after 1927, Chiang adopted 
different ways to amend the treaties with those countries that signed the agreements with the Qing 
China government. That is, abandoning any violent or mass movement to amend treaties with 
foreign nations, Chiang stated that “the policy set by the KMT Government is not to use force or 
any mass uprising to change the status of the concessions” (EUEBOUN Atal ZBCR, A-RR Bk 
EARP SR, LAMA Z He(iz).134 Furthermore, The KMT Government pursued “only the 
peaceful method of consultation” (#4777E RI GRAN ITI) to amend the problem of leased 
territory and foreign treaties in China.'35 During this period, the KMT government abandoned its 
earlier diplomatic stance and political standpoint of anti-imperialism while employing a pragmatic 
attitude in promoting the amendment of treaties with foreign countries. At the level of specific 
methods, the KMT government resorted to amending foreign treaties based on internationally 
accepted principles of diplomacy. As Chiang instructed in 1928, “the KMT government resolved 
the issue of treaty amendment following sei recognised principles of public international 
law and recent international practice” ((& MAFIA GSAS BIBRA EI A UPR BIS i ALR Z ) 136 
Regarding the aim of the Treaty Revision movement, the KMT government abandoned its previous 
radical slogan of “downing with the Foreign Powers” (Dadao lieqiang #J(#|7|#&) while seeking 


131 Chiang Kai-shek. Wen Gongzhi, ed. A Complete History of the Revolution in the Republic of China, 
Shanghai Yixin Bookstore, 1939, P. 1. 


132 The KMT Government. Nanjing guomin zhengfu xuanyan Fi x REY eS (The Declaration of the 
Nanjing National Government). Pang Ming, ed: Selections from Modern Chinese History. vol. 3, P. 9. 
133 [bid. 


134 Chiang Kai-shek. Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. History of the 
Republic of China — Biography. Beijing: China Book Bureau. 2011. P. 79. 


135 Ibid. 
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equity and mutual respect.137 It stated, “At the current moment when the reunification of China is 
achieved, one should take further steps in accordance with proper procedures, implement the 
revision of new treaties [...] to fully achieve the goal of equality and mutual respect for sovereignty” 
(Fe Pai —-BatZek, Kee mE Ze, BT AOL... JDABISe ROLES A 
ERE (Z AR ).138 The KMT government thus advanced its Treaty Revision Movement from 1928. 
Regarding tariff autonomy, from the second half of 1928, the Nanjing KMT government concluded 
new treaties on customs duties with 12 countries: the United States, Germany, Italy, Britain, 
France, Norway, Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, and Spain. This led to an 
increase in customs duty rates.%9 Regarding the abolition of consular jurisdiction, the KMT 
government concluded new treaties with Italy, Belgium, Portugal, Denmark, Spain and other 
countries whose Qing China’s treaties had expired, and the KMT government repossessed the 
Belgian concessions in Tianjin XK? on 31%t October, the British concession in Zhenjiang #27L on 
31 October, the British military concession in Weihaiwei )#i/## on 18 April in 1930, and the British 
concession in Xiamen /8F4 on 17 September in 1930.4° Before 1931, the KMT government 
promoted its Treaty Revision Movement, which aimed to abolish consular jurisdiction and strive 
for tariff autonomy. 


In this section, after the Northern Expedition in 1928, Chiang’s Nanjing KMT 
government completed the formal reunification of China and became the sole regime representing 
China internationally. The Confucianised Three People’s Principles gradually became the ideology 
of the ROC state, further combining it with Chinese nationalism. By promoting traditional 
Confucianism, the ROC government combined nationalism with the Three People’s Principles, 
which were ideologically inculcated. This seems to be explained by the need to increase the 
legitimacy of the KMT from a domestic perspective as its political role shifted from a revolutionary 
party to a ruling party following the nominal reunification of China in 1928. At the domestic level, 
Chiang’s Nanjing KMT Government needed to continue to fight against the CCP and related 
military insurgencies in China. At the external level, from 1920 to 1927, Sun and other KMT 
leaders adhered to the conventions of revolutionary diplomacy as soon as possible, treating 
European countries as objects to be overthrown or rebelled against. From 1928 to 1930, however, 
the KMT abandoned its line of revolutionary diplomacy in favour of a diplomatic philosophy of 
faith and friendship to promote its treaty revision campaign, ultimately attempting to gain 
legitimacy through treaty changes. This was probably due to the change in the role of the KMT 
from opposition to the ruling party and the pro-Western attitude of the KMT government after 
1927. The KMT government thus advanced its New Treaty campaign from 1928 onwards, and 
some progress was made regarding tariff autonomy and the abolition of the consular jurisdiction. 
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5. Conclusion 


This study aims to shed light on how Sun’s allying with Soviet Russia policy from 1920 
to 1924 was influenced by Confucianism. After that, the study investigates the impact of 
Confucianism on the KMT's movement toward the West between 1924 and 1927 and then analyses 
the philosophical justifications for the Treaty Revision Movement of the KMT between 1928 and 
1930. 


From 1920 to 1924, Sun chose an alliance with Soviet Russia because of the similarity 
between Confucian views and Communism and embarked on a Northern Expedition with the CCP. 
Sun’s Three People’s Principles initially derived from modern European Enlightenment thought. 
However, when Sun suffered successive defeats in the Chinese Revolution, he began incorporating 
the Three People’s Principles into China’s national context, specifically Confucianism. In the 
process, Sun tried to find the theoretical basis for the Three People’s Principles in traditional 
Confucianism. The idea of civil rights in Sun’s Three People’s Principles may have originated from 
Confucianism’s people-centred thinking; Sun’s idea of Civil rights originated in Europe and was 
then localised and put into practice in conjunction with the people-centred review of Confucianism 
in China. At the level of foreign relations, Sun attempted to fuse the “Kingly and Tyrannical Rules” 
with the Three People’s Principles to establish a new international order of equality and mutual 
assistance. To confirm this international order of equality, Sun saw the need to promote Greater 
Asianism to meet European industrial civilisation’s challenges. At the same time, the idea of 
Universal harmony was also incorporated into Sun's international outlook. After being influenced 
by the victory of the October Revolution in Russia, Sun saw significant similarities between 
Confucianism and Marxism. This led Sun to gradually see Soviet Russia as a reliable partner in 
achieving China’s independence and to try to enlist the help of Soviet Russia to complete China’s 
national unification. The outbreak of the Guangzhou customs crisis in 1923 led Sun to accelerate 
his cooperation with Soviet Russia. On the advice of the CCP, Sun decided to reorganise the KMT 
with the help of Soviet advisers and attempted to unify much of China from its base in southern 
Canton through the Northern Expedition. Sun attributed the obstacles to the unification of China 
to the divisions amongst the Beiyang warlords. Sun’s understanding of Soviet Russia was based 
on the anti-imperialist consensus of Confucianism and Communism, of which Sun’s Three 
People’s Principles gradually became the guiding ideology of the KMT. 


Later, Dai Jitao’s Three People’s Principles Confucianisation allowed Chiang’s Nanjing 
government to provide orthodoxy in its governance from 1925 to 1927. Chiang used Daijitao-ism 
to consolidate his political power, removing CCP forces and uniting with Europe and the United 
States to seize power from the Soviet-backed Wuhan KMT government in 1927, during a period 
when the Nanjing KMT government was gradually making ties with the West. Chiang, in 1927, 
broke off cooperation with the CCP, launched the Party purge campaign, stopped Sun’s policy of 
uniting with the CCP to complete the Chinese domestic National Revolution, and banned the 
USSR advisers. Under Chiang’s leadership, the KMT eventually unified China by defeating the 
other Northern Warlords and completing the Northern Expedition at the end of 1928. During this 
phase, the influence of Confucianism propelled the KMT's foreign policy towards the West. The 
Confucianisation of Dai’s Three People’s Principles is known as Daijitao-ism. Chinese scholars 
have specifically defined Daijitao-ism as constructing a theory of opposition to Marxism, class 
struggle and cooperation between the KMT and the CCP. Dai's aim in Confucianising the Three 
People’s Principles was to find orthodoxy in Confucianism and Chinese history to counteract the 
influence of the CCP within the KMT and in China as a whole. At the time, Chiang did not have a 
well-established theory to consolidate his political power, so he had to retreat to the second-best 
theory that suited his political stance. As a result, Chiang tried to use Daijitao-ism to consolidate 
his authority from a military leader to a political leader. On the other hand, Chiang attempted to 
see the Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles as a tool for anti-communism. Dai’s 
further interpretation of the Three People’s Principles provided the theoretical basis for KMT’s 
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policy of “purging the Party” of the CCP in 1927. Dai’s explanation of Confucianism’s Three 
People’s Principles may have led the KMT rightists and Chiang to ostracise the CCP, and it may 
have provided the theoretical basis for Chiang Kai-shek’s policy of purging the Party and the 
massacre of the CCP in 1927. Specifically, Chiang saw Sun Yat-sen’s alliance with Soviet Russia as 
a strategic means of strengthening China’s revolutionary power. Chiang also attempted to use 
Daijitao-ism to consolidate his power from military to political leadership. On the other hand, 
Chiang tried to see the Confucianisation of the Three People’s Principles as an instrument for anti- 
communism. Under the influence of Dajitao-ism, the KMT imposed strict restrictions on CCP 
members who joined the KMT as individuals and established the Nanjing government, which was 
controlled by the right wing of the KMT. Chiang received substantial assistance from the Jiangsu 
and Zhejiang financial oligarchs. Daijitao-ism influenced the KMT Nanjing government, and 
Chiang purged southern China of the CCP and joined forces with the European and American 
countries to seize power from the Soviet-backed Wuhan KMT government in 1927, a period in 
which the Nanjing KMT gradually drifted towards the West. 


From 1928 to 1930, during this period, after the Northern Expedition in 1928, Chiang’s 
Nanjing government completed the formal reunification of China. It became the only regime 
representing China internationally. The Three People’s Principles gradually became the ROC 
state’s ideology and was further integrated with Chinese nationalism. The ROC government 
combined nationalism with the Three People’s Principles by promoting Confucian ethics, which it 
ideologically inculcated into the Three People’s Principles. At the domestic level, the KMT’s 
political role shifted from a revolutionary party to a ruling party after the KMT nominally unified 
China in 1928; from a domestic perspective, the KMT needed to increase its legitimacy as the KMT 
continued to struggle against the CCP and related military insurgencies within China. At the 
external level, the KMT government used the Confucian concept of “keeping good faith and 
pursuing harmony” as a principle for its external relations. It attempted to make the KMT gain 
legitimacy to govern by amending its treaties with foreign countries. Thus, the KMT government 
began to promote the New Treaty Movement. Considering the pro-Western attitude of the KMT 
government after 1927, Chiang took a different approach to revising treaties with those countries 
that had signed agreements with the Chinese Qing government and made some progress in terms 
of tariff autonomy and the abolition of consular jurisdiction. 
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